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Department Annual Physical Inspection 

Per Taxicab Rule 444, all taxicabs shall be inspected when first placed into service as a taxicab, and then 
annually by the Department.  This inspection covers various physical items such as paint, tires, brakes, lights, 
signals, interior condition, vehicle equipment, safety equipment, registration, taximeter, communication 
equipment, signs, etc. 

Some of the specific items included in this annual Department inspection are listed on the following page 
(page two of this document). 

 

Annual Mechanical/Safety Vehicle Inspection 

Per Taxicab Rule 447, a mechanical vehicle inspection must also be completed on all vehicles reaching five 
years of age or older (from model year) in addition to an annual physical Department inspection (as noted 
above).  This inspection must be completed by a mechanic or garage certified by the Automobile Club of 
Southern California, using a garage or mechanic that is not associated with the taxicab operator.  This 
mechanical inspection becomes an annual requirement each year thereafter in order for the vehicle to be 
allowed to operate as a taxicab through its maximum age limit. 

The inspection form for the mechanical inspection must be signed and stamped by the mechanic/garage and 
submitted to the Department with original invoice and any defect repair paperwork.  As of April 2017, 
operators are no longer required to submit smog check certificates to the Department unless unusual vehicle 
condition and/or tailpipe emissions are noted by the Department. 

The mechanical inspection checklist is included as page three of this document.  
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